Appendix C: Developer Assistant

APPENDIX C: DEVELOPER ASSISTANT

Developer Assistant Window

The Developer Assistant window includes functionality for SQL® Debug tasks
plus several new mini-tools that should make your code easier to develop and
test.

This window automatically opens after you login to a company when you are
running Microsoft Dynamics™ GP in test mode. If you do not want to use the
Developer Assistant window, simply add the following setting to your Dex.ini
file:

DevAssistHide=TRUE

Overview of Tools and Features

The Developer Assistant window has many tools and features that address
problems in the development process; therefore making tedious things commonly
done easier. In addition, editors such as Note Pad®, Word Pad®, Text Pad®,
Word® and MegaEdit® have all been tested and work with the Developer
Assistant window.

Quick Access to Commonly Used Logs and Tools

During the development process you often need to refer to log files such as the
Dexsql.log file, the Script log file, and occasionally the Profile log file. You also
often need to launch external tools such as ISQL®, Enterprise Manager® and
Visual SourceSafe®. The Developer Assistant window provides buttons to launch
these commonly used external tools.
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Setup Tab

The first thing you want to do in the Developer Assistant window is enter
pathnames for the indicated files and applications. This information is stored in
the Dex.ini file so they do not have to be reentered each time you launch
Microsoft Dynamics GP. The pathname to the Script Log and Profile files must
be entered since Dexterity® lets you choose their names upon creation.
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HINT: You can navigate to the target, copy the target path to the clipboard, and paste it
in the matching line item. The pathnames for the Enterprise Manager and the SQL
Books Online could have a command line parameter. Visual Source Safe is found under
Microsoft Visual Studio® rather than Microsoft SOL Server.
C:\WINNT\system32\mmc.exe /s "e:\MSSQL7\BINN\SQL Server Enterprise

C:AWINNT\hh.exe e:\MSSQL7\BOOKS\SOLBOL.CHM
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Registration Tab

The Registration tab consists of a scrolling window, which lists each of the
modules in Microsoft Dynamics GP. A check box next to each module name
indicates whether the module is currently registered or not. Microsoft Dynamics
GP code only runs if specific modules are registered. The user can register or
unregister a module by clicking its check box.
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The modules you check are only available for the test mode debug Session you
are currently running; they are not stored anywhere. As soon as you exit test
mode to return to Dexterity's Development mode, the setting is lost.

HINT: You may want to record a macro of setting the check boxes so you do not have
to manually select and clear the check boxes every time you re-enter test mode.
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Debug Tab

The Debug Tab consists of several unique debugging options a Developer can
interactively change through the Developer Assistant window. This eliminates
the need to manually change the setting in the Dexterity Dex.ini file or write
separate code for testing purposes.
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Push buttons can be used to set up focus change triggers. Scripts can be added to
open windows, run reports, call global procedures, execute pass-through
sanscript, or run a macro.

If the "Show stored procedure calls" check box is selected, whenever Dexterity
calls a SQL Stored Procedure, an information window opens showing SQL
statements the stored procedure is executing.

The Developer can easily capture Dexterity SQL commands and responses using
the Dexsql log section. Statements being passed to SQL can be logged and error
or status information is returned from SQL. The Log can be cleared at any time
from this window.

The value of the 'SQL Server' of globals can be changed allowing you to test
your product with different Microsoft Dynamics GP products. Prior to this, code
would have to be written to change the 'SQL Server' of globals value for testing
purposes.

NOTE: The "SQL Debug" and "PassThrough" options of the SOLDEBUG window
were not implemented in Developer Assistant. The PassThrough option is unnecessary
since a button is provided to launch Query Analyzer or ISOL.
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Script Tab

The Script tab allows you to select, retrieve the parameters of a script, run a
script, and display its results. Currently, it is able to run one script at a time and
only displays the results not store them.
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Names Tab

Dexterity uses multiple names for tables, fields, and window resources. This tab
displays each of the possible names for the resource, eliminating the need to
navigate to the Definition window. Enter a valid name in any of the fields to
display the other name(s) for that resource.
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Form/Report Tab

The Forms/Reports tab allows you to open a form or print a report without using
the Microsoft Dynamics GP interface. Therefore the need to modify a Microsoft
Dynamics GP window or add an entry to the Palette is eliminated.
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If you close the Developer Assistant Window, you can reopen it by going into the
Company Login window. It also appears by going in and out of test mode.
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