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APPENDIX A: CROSS-DICTIONARY TRIGGERS 
Cross-dictionary triggers allow you to respond to events in any Dexterity®-based 
product, not just the main product. 

Registering Cross-dictionary Triggers 
Several new functions have been added to Dexterity to allow registering cross-
dictionary triggers. These functions are very similar to the current functions for 
registering triggers. The primary difference is that you must refer by name to the 
resources for which triggers are registered. No compile time checking is 
performed, so it is important that you type the names accurately to prevent 
runtime errors when registering triggers.  

Responding to Cross-dictionary Triggers 
When a cross-dictionary trigger is activated, a trigger processing procedure in 
your dictionary is run. Because the processing procedure is running in a different 
dictionary, responding to a cross-dictionary trigger is not as easy as a standard 
trigger. In your trigger processing procedure, you may have to use the execute 
function to execute sanScript® code in the dictionary in which the trigger 
occurred. You use this "pass-through" sanScript code to get or set values in the 
dictionary in which the trigger occurred. 

Trigger_RegisterFormByName() 
The Trigger_RegisterFormByName() function registers a form trigger for a form 
in the specified dictionary. When a form trigger is registered, an "Extras" menu 
appears when the specified form is opened. 
 
Trigger_RegisterFormByName(product_ID, form_name,  
menu_item_name, accelerator_key, script processing_procedure {, tag}) 

Trigger_RegisterFocusByName() 
The Trigger_RegisterFocusByName() function registers a focus trigger for a 
resource in the specified dictionary. Focus triggers are activated by "focus" 
events in an application, such as a window opening or closing, or the focus 
moving from one field to the next. Focus triggers can be linked to any location 
where Dexterity allows you to attach a script, such as window pre and post 
scripts, or field pre, change, and post scripts. 
 
Trigger_RegisterFocusByName(product_ID, qualified_resource,  
focus_type, attach_type, script processing_procedure {, tag}) 
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Trigger_RegisterDatabaseByName() 
The Trigger_RegisterDatabaseByName() function registers a database trigger for 
a table in the specified dictionary. Database triggers are activated by successful 
table operations in an application, such as saving a record, deleting a record, or 
reading a record. 
 
Trigger_RegisterDatabaseByName(product_ID, table_name,  
form_name, table_operations, script processing_procedure {, tag}) 

Trigger_RegisterProcedureByName() 
The Trigger_RegisterProcedureByName() function registers a procedure trigger 
for a procedure in the specified dictionary. A procedure trigger is activated when 
the specified procedure is run. 
 
Trigger_RegisterProcedureByName(product_ID, procedure_name,  
attach_type, script processing_procedure {, tag}) 

Trigger_RegisterFunctionByName() 
The Trigger_RegisterFunctionByName() function registers a function trigger for 
a function in the specified dictionary. A function trigger is activated when a 
specified function is run. 
 
Trigger_RegisterFunctionByName(product_ID, function_name,  
attach_type, [ function processing_function | script processing_procedure ] {, 
tag} ) 
 
NOTE: The tag is an integer that uniquely identifies a trigger. The tag is an optional 
parameter that can be assigned when the trigger is registered. To make a trigger tag 
available to all scripts, when you register the trigger, you want to store the tag in a 
system variable so that they can be used throughout your application. 

 


